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Military Birthdays- 

U. S. Marine Corps 

10 November 2016, 240th birthday  

Semper Fidelis! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Cannon Ball 

Volume 2, Issue 9 (November 2016) 

Official Publication of the Alexander Hamilton Chapter, Sons of the American Revolution 
 

 

 

 
 

Upcoming Events 

 
 

 

Dec 3rd  Chapter Christmas Party, 

Johnny’s at Fife, 5PM-8PM. Make 

reservations with Keith Weissinger. 
 

Dec 17th   Wreaths Across America, 

Ivy Green Cemetery, Bremerton 

and Lakeview Cemetery, Seattle, 

9AM. 
 

Jan  21st   Chapter Meeting,  

Johnny’s at Fife,  9AM. 
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President’s   Message 

 

 

 

Dear Compatriots, 

Merry Christmas!        Happy New Year!   

- May each of you and yours have a Happy and Healthy year ahead!  
 

 

 

 

 

When I received my president’s SAR badge, I thought, “Well, I will get a brand new badge.” 

Not so. I was given the outgoing president’s badge & neck ribbon. (!). When I looked closely at 

it there was a number on the back. Whose number, whose badge? No one there knew, but it had 

been passed down over the years. How many years? Each of our chapter presidents wore this 

badge. For the answer I looked up the number ‘103315’ in the WASSAR History. 

This badge belonged to Colonel John Loren Goff, US Army (Ret.). It also stated: 

"Thursday, February 1985, - Compatriot Col. John Loren Goff, USA (Ret.) a past Chapter 

President, gave his SAR Society official neck ribbon and member's badge to the Alexander 

Hamilton Chapter, for the use of the presiding president. Less than 10 months later, on 

December 7, 1985, he died." He was our Chapter President in 1974. 

The Military Times Hall of Valor has him listed as “John Loren Goff, Legion of Merit; Date of 

birth: March 31, 1899; Date of death: December 7, 1985; John Goff graduated from the U.S. 

Military Academy at West Point, Class of 1920. He retired as a U.S. Army Colonel. 

Synopsis: Colonel (Coast Artillery Corps) John Loren Goff, United States Army, was awarded 

the Legion of Merit for exceptionally meritorious conduct in the performance of outstanding 

services to the Government of the United States as Commanding Officer, 10th Anti-Aircraft 

Artillery Group, from 1944 to 1945.” A true hero of WWII. My honor to wear this badge.
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Starving Soldiers at Valley Forge 
 

Winter, 1777 
 

 

Things looked bleak for General George 
Washington's Continental Army at the end of 1777. 
 
 After marching from New Jersey to confront 17,000 
British forces recently landed at the mouth of the 
Chesapeake Bay, they lost two key battles at 
Brandywine and Germantown, and saw the hated 
Redcoats occupy Philadelphia. Rather than meet 
the Continental Congress' demand for a mid-winter 
attack at Philadelphia, Washington decided to fall 
back with his 11,000 men and make winter quarters 
at Valley Forge, located on the west bank of the 
Schuylkill River some 20 miles northwest of 
Philadelphia.  
 
The long, harsh winter that followed would be a 
trying but transformative experience for the 
Continental troops and their commander in chief. 
Despite losing nearly 2,000 of their number to 
disease, cold and starvation, most of the soldiers 
remained unwaveringly loyal to Washington, and 
emerged from Valley Forge stronger, more 
disciplined and more determined than ever to 
defeat the British. 
 
By December 1777, Washington was well aware 
that some members of the Continental Congress 
were questioning his leadership abilities. The 
Valley Forge site—located along trade routes and 
near farm supplies—was an attempt to balance 
Congress’ demands for a winter campaign against 
Philadelphia with the needs of his troops. It was 
common for armies at the time to withdraw to 

fixed camps during the winter, as the harsh 
weather made transportation of troops, arms and 
supplies extremely difficult. 
 
The soldiers who marched to Valley Forge on 
December 19, 1777 were not downtrodden or 
desperate. Though they had been defeated in two 
key battles, and had lost Philadelphia to the British, 
Continental troops had often put themselves on the 
offensive, and proved themselves as skilled fighters 
against professional soldiers with superior 
numbers. They were certainly tired, and lacking in 
supplies, but these were not unusual circumstances 
in the life of a Continental soldier. Once the troops 
arrived at their winter camp site, military engineers 
directed the construction of some 2,000 huts laid 
out in parallel lines, forming a kind of city, along 
with miles of trenches, five earthen redoubts and a 
bridge over the Schuylkill River. 
 
Raw winter weather made things difficult for the 
tired troops, while a mismanaged commissary and 
Congress’ failure to provide the army with 
sufficient funds for fresh supplies led to 
widespread hunger and lack of clothing, shoes and 
other supplies among the men. Yet cold and 
starvation were not the most dangerous threats to 
soldiers at Valley Forge: Diseases like influenza, 
dysentery, typhoid and typhus killed two-thirds of 
the nearly 2,000 soldiers who died during the 
encampment. 
 
To keep his battered army together, Washington 
instituted policies of lashing as punishment and 
threatened to shoot deserters on sight. Taking 
rumors of his imminent replacement in stride, he 
decided to regroup rather than give up.  
 
In February 1778, Washington welcomed to camp 
Baron Friedrich von Steuben, a Prussian officer 
who put Continental troops through a new training 
regimen, including the precision marching that was 
so important to Revolutionary-era warfare. Von 
Steuben also instituted new hygiene standards in 
the slovenly American camp, introducing the first 
latrines (and ensuring they were placed far from 
the kitchens). In thanks, a grateful Washington had 
Congress appoint Von Steuben inspector general of 
the Continental Army. Another officer, Nathanael 
Greene, took charge of procuring supplies through 
the commissary in March, leaving Washington free 
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to concentrate on developing strategies to confront 
the British.  
 
By April, the general’s critics in Congress were 
silenced, and news of France’s commitment to the 
Revolutionary cause in May brought celebration to 
Valley Forge. 
 
On June 19, 1778, exactly six months after they 
arrived, a revitalized Continental Army left Valley 
Forge and headed towards New Jersey. Barely a 
week later, they forced the British from the field in 
the Battle of Monmouth. The Valley Forge 
encampment proved to be a turning point in the 
Revolutionary War, testing the mettle of George 
Washington and his troops and paving the way for 
their ultimate victory in the war for American 
independence.

Stephanie Butler, Starving Soldiers at Valley Forge, 2013, URL 
http:/www.history.com/this-day-in-history. 
 
 

Meeting Highlights and News  
 

 

Our own Art Dolan gave a rousing dissertation on 
“The Roots of Patriotism.”  The crowd was 
enthralled with his presentation on the history that 
brought Patriotism to the United States and has 
carried us through the years. 

Nomination and Election of Officers 

Officer Nominations was presented by Robert 
Parrish, the Chairman of the Election Committee. 

Nominations for the Chapter Offices are as follows: 

President- Dr. Keith Weissinger 
Vice-President- Viren Lemmer 
Secretary- Brandt Gibson 
Treasurer-Rodger Dent 
Genealogist-Rodger Dent 
Chaplin-Mike England 

 

 
 

Nominations were accepted and voted on by the 
Alexander Hamilton Chapter membership.  A 
unanimous vote was completed. 
 

Awards Cemeromy 

 

 
 
Meritorious Service Medals was presented by 
outgoing President O’Neal to President-Elect 
Weissinger. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
President-Elect Keith Weissinger presented Frank 
Pearce and Darrel Holt with Meritorious Service 
Medals.   
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President Bob O’Neal presented Compatriot Bob 
Doughty with an honorary membership to the 
Alexander Hamilton Chapter for his continued 
support of the chapter. 

 
 

Supplemental Presentation 

 

 
 
Genealogist Paul Fullmer presented Compatriot 
Ron Black, Sr.  with three supplemental patriot 
ancestors.  The patriots were Sturgill, Caudill, and 
Wells. 

Officer Reports 
 
 
Vice-President Keith Weissinger no report. 
 
Treasure Rodger Dent reported that the Chapter 
had a balance of $3233.98 available. 
 
ROTC/JROTC Chairman Rodger Dent reported 
that seventeen (17) letter have been sent out to all 
the area High Schools for the Annual Enhanced 
JROTC Award.    
 
Genealogist Paul Fullmer reported that there are 8 
new applications and supplemental in progress. 
 
Color Guard Chairman Lee Thomasson reported. 
 
Eagle Scout Chairman Lee Thomasson reported 
that there have been x Eagle Scout awards 
delivered. 
 
Veterans/Flag Committee Chairman Bob Parrish 
reported that 28 Flag Certificates have been 
delivered.  14 additional certificates are in process. 
 
Fund Raising Chairman Art Dolan reported on 
upcoming chapter raffles. 
 
“Keep in Touch” Chairman Mike England had no 
nothing new to report. 
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SWASSAR Speakers Bureau Area 1 
 
Compatriots interested in having a speaker at your function or church may contact the person of interest in the 
areas below. 

SWASSAR Speakers Bureau Area 2 
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New Officers/Assignments  

 

 

                             
          A                                B                           C                         D                              E 

 

                                     
 F                              G                            H                          I                              J 

Meet Your Alexander Hamilton Officers!       (Match Letters Above to Names Below) 

 
 

 

Your WA State SAR President Douglas Nelson and Vice-
President Chuck Waid (Left) 

NEW OFFICERS/ASSIGNMENTS 

President: (A)                       Keith Weissinger 

Vice President: (B)                Viren Lemmer 

Secretary:  (C)                      Brandt Gibson 

Treasurer:  (D)                      Rodger Dent 

Chaplain:  (E)                        Mike England 

Genealogist:  (F)                   Rodger Dent 

Historian: (G)                       Jerry Hull 

Trustee (Projects):  (H)           Lee Thomasson  

Trustee (Fund Raising): (I)       Art Dolan 

 Immediate Past 

 President: (J)                        Bob O’Neal 

 
 

 Color Guard:                        Lee Thomasson 

 Eagle Scouts:                        Lee Thomasson 

 Flag Certificates:                   Bob Parrish 

 JROTC/ROTC:                     Rodger Dent  

 “The Cannon Ball” Editor:        Rodger Dent  

 Veteran’s Services:                Bob Parrish 

 

 


